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Here's question day agdn. Did you know that some of the most frequent 
qestions coming to the Department of Agriculture are about insects and their next 
oi kin? Recently that small creature, the tick, which is really not an insect, 
because when mature it has eight legs instead of six, has been getting a lot of 
attention from questioners who have heard of its connection with that dread human 


disease~— Rocky Mountain spotted fever, which has lately appeared in the East as 
well as the West. 


How to control these dangerous ticks? 


Let me answer with a statement from a specialist on the subject--- 
dr. F.C. Bishopp of the Bureau of Entomology. He says: "The best way to lessen 
the danger of Rocky Mountain spotted fever is to proceed against both the ticks 
‘that carry the fever and the animals that carry the ticks. 


"Recent investigations show that the wood tick or common dog tick, responsi- 
ble for the spread of the fever passes its early days on various rodents like mice 
meadow, pine, or white-footed mice. In these early stages the tick doesn't ate 
tack human beings. But the mmber of adult ticks can be greatly reduced by kill- 
ing these rodents upon which the young ticks feed. By cutting undergrowth and 
tall grass near habitations, the hawks, owls, and snakes are given a chance to 
Prey on these small animals. This will prevent the ticks from reaching the adult 
Stage in which they attack man. 


"Adult ticks live on dogs and horses, as well as on coyotes and other of 
the larger wild animals. Dogs are chiefly responsible for bringing these danger~ 
os creatures to man, A dog may carry at one time from fifty to a hundred ticks, 
oreven more. When a tick has satisfied its appetite on a dog's blood, it drops 
off and lays 4,000 or 5,000 eggs. These hatch into seed ticks about a month later. 
Getting rid of stray dogs and keeping pet dogs free from ticks will go a long way 
toward reducing spotted fever cases. Frequent examination and dusting powders 
mtaining pyrethrum or derris will make dogs in tick-infested areas mich safer 
nd also mich happier," 


£ So mich for ticks. Now for a true insect, less dangerous but very annoying 
me Sand fly. Each year these sand flies become greater pests. The scientists 

ay the way to control them is to destroy their breeding places. You may be in- 
ted in knowing that we have about 30 different kinds of these minute tut 

S insects which some people call midges, or punkies or sand gnats. Some 

in salt marshes along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. Others thrive high up 
‘Nthe mountains. All have an irritating bite and are particularly active at 


——s SS = * 


oe 


How to control them? One way is to ditch the marshes, and spray ditch 
mks and marsh edges with creosoted pine sap-a waste product of timber creo- 
ting plants. This gives the most effective control over salt-~marsh sand flies 
along the South Atlantic coast. 
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Creosoting or draining rot holes in treeg deprives this fly of its favorite 
breeding place in inland wooded areas. Such @ hole even though it contain only 
a few drops of water, may breed thousands of tiny gnats. Even a rot hole where 
-asmall limb is broken offwill breed enough gnats to keep the whole household 
| awake. A little creosoted pine sap or a creosote stock dip placed in these holes 
will stop insect breeding there. 


As lights attract the sand flies, keeping sleeping quarters as dark as pos- 
sible is a help where the flies are thick. Applications of pine oil or sassafras 
il to the sands and face will also give relief. Two tablespoonfuls of one of ~: 

ese oils, mixed with a quart of hosehold fly spray and a teacupful of heavy 
Meern oil can be applied to window screens with good effect. 


The last question today is about ants--house ants and how to get rid of 
_ them. 

The scientists say that the little red ants and other species of house ants 
that nest in the woodwork or the masonry or in articles of furniture are often dif 
ficult to zet rid of because their nests are so hard to locate and destroy. Some 
times you can discover their nests by following the line of ants back to their 
point of disappearance. Then you can drive them out by injocting a little disul- 
paad of carbon or kerosene oil or gasoline in the opening with an oil cm or small 
Tinge. Of course if you use theso inflammable subsiances, you have to be most 
ful that no flame of any sort is near. Sometimes the nest is under the floor- 
3 In that case you may need to remove a section of the floor to get at it. 

Sut in general a wiser and easier plan is to get rid of whatever attracts the 
ts to your house-—chiefly accessible foodstuffs. If you starve the ants out 
they won't bother you long. 


Ants especially like cake, bread, sugar, and meat. This food is what brings 
em to your kitchen and pantry. But if you cleanup all bits of food promptly 

and carefully and if you keep all your supplies either in the refrigerator or in 

| aghtly covered containers-ant-proof metal containers, these unwelcome visitors 


mil soon go off to look elsewhere for food. 


When you have every bit of food out of reach, dust some sodium fluoride 
der about the runways of ants. Dusting with this powder is an effective way 
f dealing with both ants and cockroaches. 


Still another way to control ants is by giving them péisoned syrup. The 
there is that the ants will carry the syrup to their nests so that not only 
Workers out also the inmates of the nest will be poisoned. One effective mix- 
for poison bait is sugar, water, and sodium arsenate, boiled together . Put 
poison syrup on a sponge and place the sponge somewhere within easy reach of 
ats. Another bait you can make by dissolving sugar in water and adding a 
1 amount of tartar emetic, or by working small quantities of tartar emetic 
0 pieces of bacon rifid. Ants especially like grease of this sort. 


One final precaution. In using amy poisoned baits you mst teke great care 
ep the substances out of reach of children or pets who might not realize the 
ger fron these substances, 


Tomorrow: "Conserving Fall Fruits.! 


